Notes from the Music & Liturgy Guy
December 12, 2017
Unavailable Dates – Deadline for Next Schedule
Please provide unavailable dates for March / April no later than February 10 (short month). Lent starts on
Valentine’s Day (February 14) and Easter falls on April 1 (April Fools Day, believe it or not), so check those dates
carefully and let me know if you have any vacation dates!
Christmas / New Year’s Mass Schedule – UPDATE!
Due to the timing of Christmas Eve, we need all hands on deck, as we still have lots of slots to fill yet!
Sunday, December 24:
Monday, December 25:
Sunday, December 31:

5:00 PM Christmas Vigil – We will celebrate 2 Masses simultaneously (Church and Hall)
7:00 PM Christmas Vigil – Celebrated in Church
Midnight Christmas Vigil – Celebrated in Church
8:30 and 10:00 AM only (Normal Christmas Day schedule)
Normal Sunday Masses—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is not Obligatory this year
(Monday daily Masses will be offered: 6:30 AM and 8:00 AM)

Please contact me if you are willing and able to help for Christmas, as this weekend will be tough to fill!
Upcoming Training Dates for Early 2018
At this point, these dates appear firm, so please mark your calendars in advance:
1) Unless otherwise directed, ministers should meet in the church.
2) EMHCs – If you require training and commissioning, please pay close attention to the Commissioning
Weekends, as we cannot schedule a “make-up” commissioning outside of Mass.
Trainings (new / returning)
(Readers, Hospitality / Offertory Ministers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion)
Jan.:
28
SU
1:00 pm / 3:00 pm
(HM / OM / R at 1:00 PM, EMHC at 3:00)
Apr:
16 / 17
MO / TU
6:00 – 8:00 pm
(EMHC on Monday)
EMHC Commissioning (normally offered during all regular weekend Masses—cannot be outside of Mass)
Feb.:
10 / 11
May:
5/6
Beginner Altar Server Trainings (for TU/TH months, both sessions required for ministers to be scheduled)
Jan.:
16 / 18
TU and TH
6:30 – 8:00 pm
Church
Apr.: 24 / 26
TU and TH
6:30 – 8:00 pm
Church
(after Easter)

I have tried diligently to work around regular Parish events that occur in the church / Flanagan Hall, but I cannot
schedule around every Parish / school event, so please mark your calendars in advance regarding these dates. Also,
we still have a critical need for certain ministers:
·
·
·

Children’s Liturgy (in order of need) – 10:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 11:30 AM, 5:30 PM
(Head) Hospitality Minister – almost any Mass, but 10:00 and 11:30 AM in particular
Head EMHC – 10:00 and 11:30 AM

These Masses have been short-staffed for a long time, and the current ministers who constantly fill the gaps are
getting burned out. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated!
Upcoming Events for January / February
· Feast of St. Blaise / Blessing of Throats – Probably scheduled for the weekend of February 3 / 4.
· Diocesan Mass of Healing – CANCELLED this year due to installation of Bishop McKnight.
· Ministry Appreciation Night – If the caterer confirms the date, then this will be Monday, February 19.
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Notes from the Music & Liturgy Guy
Liturgical Reminders
As we enter the Christmas season, please remember the following:
1) Altar Servers – We have a serious problem right now with fidgeting! Servers are nervous and want
something to keep their hands occupied, so they are doing all kinds of horribly distracting things—and the
congregation is being horribly distracted. Remember the training sessions—if you draw attention to yourself,
then the focus is no longer on Christ and the Mass. If you fold your hands in front of you, you will set a good
example of reverence for the congregation (remember, that’s our #1 goal) and you will give your hands
something to do. I don’t want to remove people from the rotation, but if I continue to receive complaints, then I
may have to consider this.
2) Readers – Be absolutely certain that the Lectionary is present, open to the right page, and that you are
prepared. Some Masses have various options for the Readings, and I am not always informed in advance
regarding which priests are using which Readings. If you are ever unsure, ask before Mass, that way you aren’t
forcing the priest to re-tool his homily on the fly. That usually doesn’t go over well!
3) Hospitality Ministers – (a) As we have many visitors over the Christmas season, please put your best foot
forward and be the helpful bunch that you are, even when it’s difficult. Yes, we are there to keep order and
direct people smoothly, but you are also a large portion of our pastoral outreach to the assembly. Welcome
everyone as you would welcome Christ and try to be understanding with those who need extra care or have
difficult circumstances. (b) Don’t forget to turn off the Cry Room amp after the last Mass. I’m finding this
amp on quite a bit when no Mass is happening, so be careful.
4) Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion –Please remember that during the Christmas season (and all
the time, really), we may have visitors who are not Catholic or not familiar with our procedures. You may
need to keep a sharp eye so that someone doesn’t catch you off-guard and cause a spill, try to “selfcommunicate” via intinction, receive Communion when they haven’t received First Communion, etc. At all
times, however, please be as charitable as possible, as you represent both OLL and our Catholic faith.
Anything unusual should be reported to the priest immediately after Mass so that they may address the issue as
required.
Personal Notes
Jen and I are didn’t get a chance to go home for Thanksgiving this year as we normally would, but we had a good
day and a pleasant meal with her Mom. While I missed my parents, I didn’t miss the traffic. I’m trying to get some
extra time away after Christmas day, so if the Sign-In Sheets look a little out of sync on the last weekend of
December, my apologies—I may have printed them in advance!
On a side note, please pray for my wife extended family. A close relative was just diagnosed with Stage 4 leukemia
and he is gravely ill. By the time you read this, he may have passed, in which case Jen and her Mom will be
traveling to Indiana for the funeral. This has been yet another in a long string of losses for Jen’s family recently,
and it’s additionally disheartening right before Christmas, so extra prayers would be appreciated.
As we close out the year, I want to thank everyone for the hard work and the time investment over the past months.
Have we had weird things pop up that caused problems? Sure. Did we handle the weirdness the best we could?
Most of the time. ;-) If we stay focused on Christ, even the small hiccups that arise can be opportunities for
ministry. We just have to look for them.
May all of you have a safe, blessed, and joyous Christmas and a Christ-centered new year!
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